SUPPLIANT WOMEN – EURIPIDES
(Amsterdam)

Buenos Aires, 1976. Women, suppliant women gather in the main square to know. The most terrible question needs a quick answer: what has happened to my son? To my daughter? 1983: years have passed by, those women have aged, they are now supported by a “new” group of old women. They want to know what has happened to their grandchildren. Some of them have just disappeared…maybe thrown into the ocean or into a mass grave.

Srebrenica, 1992. Soldiers collect the local population, mainly men. They soon disappear. Mothers, wives, daughters want to know. Some men have died, some are being held locally close to the village, but their names have disappeared from the records. Suppliant women march on the streets. They want to know.
“Dear Mr. President, how do you dream when a mother has no chance to say goodbye?” Still today, soldiers leave their homes to fight wars they just do not want to fight. War looks way too necessary for mankind, way too obvious for the mightiest – but it cannot be obvious for a mother who will not see her son coming back.

Within our Erasmus+ Project with several European schools the performance Suppliant Women by the ancient Greek playwright Euripides tried to tell the story of all those women. In Amsterdam at the Bellevue Theatre on Monday December 2nd 2019 our students gave voice to the voiceless. Directed by Richard Haasen, Alexandra Velthuyzen and Ivan Bortolotti, all mothers could finally express their grief and mourn the dead bodies of their sons. A difficult task for our young learners, a story which sounds so far away from their daily life, from their daily sorrows, but the outcome was simply amazing. Performing on stage and surviving the exhausting rehearsals became enriching experiences for all of them. Our group made friends and established new contacts in the hope of making our world a better place. “We’re not dumb and we’re not blind,” our young people are ready to take action and walk a long way for unity and peace.  
